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Our Purpose

In the spring of 2022, one headline
continued to resurface in online
media: “Black Mothers Keep Dying
After Giving Birth.” Black women in
local communities were losing their
lives after childbirth, and their
stories about medical racism and lack
of access to healthcare were finally
coming to light. This issue is wholly
connected to our country’s current
conversation surrounding
reproductive justice as a whole.

Nearly a year after the United States
Supreme Court released its decision
in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health
Organization, overturning the
constitutional right to abortion
granted in Roe v. Wade, this zine
aims to take a look into history and
uncover what abortion access means
for reproductive freedom. Examining
the Black women-led movement that
started it all, this zine explores the
implications of restricted abortion
access, both in history and this post-
Roe world, and how Black women
have been at the forefront of this
fight for freedom since the
beginning.




What is _
Reproductive
Justice?

Coined by a group of Black
women activists in 1994, the
term “reproductive justice” is
most plainly defined as the
right to maintain personal

o bodily autonomy, the right to
have a child, the right to not
have a child, and the right to
parent a child or children in
safe and healthy
environments. It revolves
around a critical feminist
framework to include social,
economic, and health factors
that may impact reproductive
® experiences. The starting goal
of the reproductive justice
movement was to expand the
women’s movement to
include women of color,
socially marginalized women,
and LGBTQ+ people.




Background

During the summer of 1989,
activists and lawmakers
alike stood on the steps of
the Supreme Court to
condemn its decision on
Webster v. Reproductive
Health Services, a
landmark case which
upheld a Missouri law
restricting the use of public
services for abortions,
counseling in support of
abortion, and enforced a
viability framework for
pregnancy.

This ruling was a direct
contradiction to the 1973
decision in Roe v. Wade,

which secured abortion as
a constitutional right. It
opened the door for states
to restrict abortion in ways
thought to be illegal under
Roe.

In the wake of the Webster
ruling, Black women took
action.




The
Brochure

In 1989, 16 Black women published
the first collective state
advocating for equal access to
abortion, titled “We Remember:
African American Women are for
Reproductive Freedom.”

The document aimed to define
reproductive justice beyond Roe
and provide a more holistic
analysis of Black women's
historical fight for freedom. It
ensured the inclusion of low-
income women and women of
color in the fight for bodily
autonomy and access to
reproductive services. 250,000 “We
Remember” pamphlets were

produced.

It served as a catalyst for the

reproductive justice movement -~
and inspired several acts of —

courage by Black women around

the country.
< Black women’s organizations, such
as the National Political Congress
of Black Women and the National
Coalition of 100 Black Women,
were among groups actively 2
speaking out in support of
abortion rights.
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Large-scale campaigns
in which Black women
and women of color
publicly distributed their
stances on issues of
sexism and racism
dominated the late 1980s
and early 1990s.

In 1991, Black scholars
took out an ad in the
New York times sighed
by 1,600 Black women,
which displayed support
for Anita Hill, the
womah that testified
against Supreme Court
Justice Clarence Thomas
| ¥ onh accusations of sexual
harassment.

In 1994, 836 Black
women, including major
authors and activists,
sighed an ad published
in the Washington Post
and Roll Call, titled
“Black Women on Health
Care Reform.”
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That same year, 12

Black women coined

the phrase

“reproductive justice”

and established

themselves as the

Women of African

Descent for

Reproductive Justice

to launch a nationwide
campaign surrounding

Black women's

reproductive health

issues.

In 1994, the Women of
African Descent for
Reproductive Justice

+ and the Women of i
Color Partnership -
Program of the f
Religious Coalition of y
Reproductive Choice
republished “We

Remember” with an
additional 29

signatures.
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INn "We
Remember."
the women
laild out an
T1-point
dertinition of
reproductive
freedom:




REPRODUCTIVE FREEDOM MEANS:

1. The right to comprehensive, age-appropriate information
about sexuality and reproduction.

2. The right to choose to have a child.

3. The right to good, affordable health care to assure a safe
pregnancy and delivery.

4. The right to health services to help the infertile achieve
pregnancy.
5. The right to choose not to have a child.

6. The right to the full range of contraceptive services and
appropriate information about reproduction.

7. The right to choose to end an unwanted pregnancy.
8. The right to safe, legal, affordable abortion services.
9. The right to make informed choices.

10. The right to easily accessible health care that is proven to
be safe and effective.

11. The right to reproductive health and to make our own
reproductive choices.



The 16 Black
women that
sighed “We
Remember,,
continue to
fight for
reproductive
Justice, racial
and gender
equality, and
other social
Justice issues
through
education,
politics, and
community
organizing:




























The “We Remember” brochure
served as a stepping stone for
several non-profit
organizations to continue and
strengthen their involvement
in the reproductive justice
movement.

One of the most notable is the
National Black Women's Help
Project, now known as the
Black Women’s Health
Imperative. Founded by
Byllye Avery, The Black
Women’s Health Imperative
was the first non-profit
organization created by Black
women to protect and
advocate for the health and
wellness of Black women and
girls. The organization
possesses several initiatives
promoting mental health,
reproductive justice,
healthcare, education,
research, policy, and
leadership.

BLACK WOMEN'S



Reproductive
Justice as a
Human Righ

In the original
document, the 16 Black
womehn presented the
concept of reproductive
freedom in a way that
begged readers to
acknowledge
reproductive justice as
a human right.
Reproductive rights are
grounded in humanity—
the rights of life,
privacy, bodily
autonomy, and most
importantly, freedom.
This includes the
freedom for a woman to
choose whether or not
to seek an abortion, but
reproductive justice is
also connected to other
standards of living.




Aspects of family
planning, access to
health insurance, or even
environmental justice are
all related to how a
womahn is able, or unable,
to adequately take care
of her reproductive
system or any children
she may already have.
The circumstances in
which people give birth
point to a larger issue in
human rights. People
everywhere lack stable
housing, food, or wealth—
these factors contribute
to how they can exercise
choice in every part of
their lives. Abortion is
important, but it is not
the only focus. Recent
bans on abortion are
connected to all of these
other aspects of
reproductive freedom
that are related to human
rights and social justice
as a whole.
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