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Our Purpose
In  the spr ing of  2022 ,  one headl ine

continued to  resurface in  onl ine
media :  “ B l a c k  M o t h e r s  K e e p  D y i n g

A f t e r  G i v i n g  B i r t h . ”  B lack women in
local  communit ies  were los ing their

l ives  after  chi ldbirth ,  and their
stor ies  about  medical  racism and lack

of  access  to  healthcare  were f inal ly
coming to  l ight .  This  i ssue is  whol ly
connected to  our  country ’s  current

conversat ion surrounding
reproduct ive  just ice  as  a  whole .

 
Near ly  a  year  after  the United States
Supreme Court  re leased i ts  decis ion

in D o b b s  v .  J a c k s o n  W o m e n ' s  H e a l t h
O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  overturning the

const i tut ional  r ight  to  abort ion
granted in  R o e  v .  W a d e ,  th is  z ine

aims to  take a  look into  history  and
uncover  what  abort ion access  means
for  reproduct ive  f reedom.  Examining
the Black women-led movement that

started i t  a l l ,  th is  z ine explores  the
impl icat ions  of  restr icted abort ion

access ,  both in  history  and this  post-
Roe world ,  and how Black women
have been at  the forefront  of  this

f ight  for  f reedom s ince the
beginning.



Coined by a  group of  Black
women act iv ists  in  1994 ,  the
term “ r e p r o d u c t i v e  j u s t i c e ”  i s
most  pla inly  def ined as  t h e
r i g h t  t o  m a i n t a i n  p e r s o n a l
b o d i l y  a u t o n o m y ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o
h a v e  a  c h i l d ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  n o t
h a v e  a  c h i l d ,  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o
p a r e n t  a  c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r e n  i n
s a f e  a n d  h e a l t h y
e n v i r o n m e n t s .  I t  revolves
around a  cr i t ical  feminist
f ramework to  include socia l ,
economic ,  and health factors
that  may impact  reproduct ive
exper iences .  The start ing goal
of  the reproduct ive  just ice
movement was to  expand the
women’s  movement to
include women of  color ,
socia l ly  marginal ized women,
and LGBTQ+ people .

What is
Reproductive
Justice?



During the summer of  1 9 8 9 ,
act iv ists  and lawmakers

al ike  stood on the steps  of
the Supreme Court  to

condemn its  decis ion on
W e b s t e r  v .  R e p r o d u c t i v e

H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s ,  a
landmark case which

upheld a  Missour i  law
restr ict ing the use of  publ ic

serv ices  for  abort ions ,
counsel ing in  support  of
abort ion ,  and enforced a

viabi l i ty  f ramework for
pregnancy .  

 
This  rul ing was a  direct

contradict ion to  the 1973
decis ion in  R o e  v .  W a d e ,

which secured a b o r t i o n  a s
a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t .  I t

opened the door  for  states
to  restr ict  abort ion in  ways
thought  to  be i l legal  under

Roe.
 

In  the wake of  the Webster
rul ing ,  B l a c k  w o m e n  t o o k

a c t i o n .

Background



The
Brochure
In  1989,  16  Black women publ ished
the f i rst  col lect ive  state
advocat ing for  equal  access  to
abort ion ,  t i t led “ W e  R e m e m b e r :
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  W o m e n  a r e  f o r
R e p r o d u c t i v e  F r e e d o m . ”

The document a imed to  def ine
reproduct ive  just ice  beyond Roe
and provide a  more h o l i s t i c
a n a l y s i s  o f  B l a c k  w o m e n ’ s
h i s t o r i c a l  f i g h t  f o r  f r e e d o m .  I t
ensured the inclus ion of  low-
income women and women of
color  in  the f ight  for  bodi ly
autonomy and access  to
reproduct ive  serv ices .  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  “We
Remember”  pamphlets  were
produced.

I t  served as  a  catalyst  for  the
r e p r o d u c t i v e  j u s t i c e  m o v e m e n t
and inspired several  acts  of
courage by  Black women around
the country .  

Black women’s  organizat ions ,  such
as  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i t i c a l  C o n g r e s s
o f  B l a c k  W o m e n  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l
C o a l i t i o n  o f  1 0 0  B l a c k  W o m e n ,
were among groups act ively
speaking out  in  support  of
abort ion r ights .  



L a r g e - s c a l e  c a m p a i g n s
in  which Black women

and women of  color
publ ic ly  distr ibuted their

stances  on issues  of
s e x i s m  a n d  r a c i s m

dominated the late  1980s
and ear ly  1990s .

 
In  1991 ,  B lack scholars

took out  an ad in  the
New York t imes s igned
by 1 ,600 Black women,

which displayed support
for  A n i t a  H i l l ,  the

woman that  test i f ied
against  Supreme Court

Just ice  Clarence Thomas
on accusat ions  of  sexual

harassment .
 

In  1994 ,  836 Black
women,  including major

authors  and act iv ists ,
s igned an ad publ ished

in t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t
and R o l l  C a l l ,  t i t led

“ B l a c k  W o m e n  o n  H e a l t h
C a r e  R e f o r m . ”  



That  same year ,  12
Black women coined
the phrase
“ r e p r o d u c t i v e  j u s t i c e ”
and establ ished
themselves  as  t h e
W o m e n  o f  A f r i c a n
D e s c e n t  f o r
R e p r o d u c t i v e  J u s t i c e
to  launch a  nat ionwide
campaign surrounding
Black women’s
reproduct ive  health
issues .
In  1994 ,  the Women of
Afr ican Descent  for
Reproduct ive  Just ice
and the Women of
Color  Partnership
Program of  the
Rel ig ious  Coal i t ion of
Reproduct ive  Choice
republ ished “We
Remember”  with an
a d d i t i o n a l  2 9
s i g n a t u r e s .



" W e  R e m e m b e r :  A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n  W o m e n  a r e  f o r

R e p r o d u c t i v e  F r e e d o m "
( 1 9 8 9 )

 
I l lustrat ion by  Clyde Gi l l iam



In "We
Remember,"
the women
laid out an
11-point
definition of
reproductive
freedom:





The 16 Black
women that
signed “We
Remember”
continue to
fight for
reproductive
justice, racial
and gender
equality, and
other social
justice issues
through
education,
politics, and
community
organizing: 



B y l l y e  A v e r y  i s  an
act iv ist  that  focues  on

Black women's  access  to
reproduct ive  healthcare .

After  the Roe decis ion ,
Avery  co-opened an

abort ion c l in ic  in
Gainesvi l le ,  F lor ida ,

cal led the Gainesvi l le
Women’s  Health Center .

In  1984 ,  she founded the
National  Black Women’s

Health Project  (now
cal led the Black Women’s

Health Imperat ive) .  
 

R e v e r e n d  W i l l i e  T .
B a r r o w  was  a  c iv i l  r ights

act iv ist  and minister .
From 1953 to  1965 ,  she

was a  f ie ld  organizer  for
Reverend Dr .  Mart in

Luther  King,  Jr .  and the
Southern Chr ist ian

Leadership Conference.
She helped found

Operat ion Breadbasket
(now known as  the

Rainbow/PUSH
Coal i t ion) .  In  1984 ,

Barrow became the f i rst
woman execut ive

director  of  a  c iv i l  r ights
organizat ion ,  serv ing as

Push's  CEO.  Barrow held
membership in  the

National  Urban League
and the Nat ional  Counci l

of  Negro Women.



D o n n a  B r a z i l e  i s  a  pol i t ical
strategist ,  campaign
manager ,  and pol i t ical
analyst .  Coretta  Scott  King
even hired her  to  help with
designat ing Mart in  Luther
King Jr .  Day as  a  federal
hol iday .  Brazi le  was  the
f i rst  Afr ican American
woman to  direct  a  major
pres ident ia l  campaign,  and
worked on the campaigns
of  numerous pol i t ic ians .
She is  current ly  an ABC
News Contr ibutor  and has
previous  exper ience with
Fox News,  Ms .  Magazine ,
and Rol l  Cal l .  

S h i r l e y  C h i s h o l m  was  an
American pol i t ic ian who
became the f i rst  Black
woman to  be e lected to
the United States  Congress
in  1968.  Chisholm also
became the f i rst  Afr ican
American to  seek
nominat ion for  pres ident
of  the United States  f rom a
major  pol i t ical  party .  She
introduced more than 50
pieces  of  legis lat ion and
overcame res istance in
pol i t ics  because of  her
gender ,  but  cont inued to
f ight .  She a lso  co-founded
the Nat ional  Pol i t ical
Congress  of  Black women.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a r d i s s
C o l l i n s  was  a  pol i t ic ian who

served in  the United States
House of  Representat ives
for  24  years .  She was f i rst

e lected to  Congress  under  a
special  e lect ion fol lowing
the death of  her  husband.

Col l ins  soon became the
f i rst  Afr ican-American and

f i rst  woman to  chair  the
Manpower  and Housing

subcommittee of  the House
Government Operat ions
Committee .  She rose to

serve as  pres ident  and chair
of  the Congress ional  Black

Caucus .  By  1997 ,  she was
the longest-serv ing Black

woman in  Congress .  
 

R a m o n a  E d e l i n  i s  an
academic and act iv ist .  She

has  taught  at  var ious
inst i tut ions ,  and in  1972 ,
Edel in  is  known to  have

introduced the term
“Afr ican American”  into

general  c i rculat ion.  In  1997 ,
she jo ined the Nat ional

Urban Coal i t ion and
eventual ly  rose  to  the

posit ions  of  both pres ident
and CEO.  In  1991 ,  she jo ined

the Congress ional  Black
Caucus Foundat ion and

then-pres ident  Bi l l  C l inton
appointed her  to  the

Pres ident ia l  Board on
HBCUs that  same year .

Edel in  is  current ly
execut ive  director  of  the DC

Associat ion of  Charter
Schools .



J a c q u e l y n  G a t e s  S h i p e  i s  a
consultant  and non-prof i t
leader .  Shipe has  led as  the
Associate  Vice  Pres ident  and
Vice Pres ident  at  the
Univers i ty  of  Alabama in
Huntsv i l le  and Oakwood
Univers i ty .  She has  a lso  held
several  leadership posit ions  in
organizat ions  l ike  Ver izon and
JCPenney .  Formerly  the
pres ident  of  the Nat ional
Associat ion of  Negro Business
and Profess ional  Women’s
Clubs ,  Inc . ,  Shipe is  now i ts
Planned Giv ing Director .  She is
current ly  the CEO of  Global
T ies  Alabama,  as  wel l  as  the
pres ident  and CEO of  SOARing
LLC.  

M a r i c a  A n n  G i l l e s p i e  i s  a
magazine editor ,  wr i ter ,
professor ,  and racia l  and
gender  just ice  act iv ist .  In  1970,
Gi l lespie  was  hired as  a
managing editor  at  Essence
Magazine and became editor-
in-chief  the fo l lowing year .  In
1980,  she jo ined Ms .  Magazine ,
the f i rst  nat ional  American
feminist  magazine ,  and served
as  a  contr ibut ing writer ,
contr ibut ing editor ,  execut ive
editor ,  and f inal ly  editor- in-
chief  in  1992 .  Gi l lespie
current ly  serves  on the board
of  di rectors  of  the Planned
Parenthood Federat ion of
America  and the Global  Fund
for  Women,  and she is  a
member  of  the Nat ional
Counci l  of  Negro Women and
the American Associat ion of
Magazine Editors .  She
continues  her  act iv ism
through lectures  and the
regular  wr it ing of  art ic les  and
essays .



D o r o t h y  H e i g h t  was a
women’s  r ights  and c iv i l

r ights  advocate known as
“the godmother  of  the c iv i l
r ights  movement , ”  In  1958 ,
Height  became the fourth
pres ident  of  the Nat ional
Counci l  of  Negro Women,
remaining in  the posit ion
for  40 years .  Heights  was

one of  Dr .  Mart in  Luther
King Jr . ’ s  key  advisors  and

was one of  the chief
organizers  for  the 1963

March on Washington,  but
was and is  largely  left  out

of  discuss ion regarding the
Civ i l  R ights  Movement .  In

1971 ,  she co-founded the
National  Women’s  Pol i t ical

Caucus .  
 

J e w e l l  J a c k s o n  M c C a b e  i s  a
business  execut ive  and

social  and pol i t ical  act iv ist .
In  1970,  McCabe was a  part

of  the f i rst  chapter  of  the
NY Coal i t ion of  100 Black

Women,  and she was
elected pres ident  in  1976 .

She expanded the
organizat ion to  become the

National  Coal i t ion of  100
Black Women in  1981  and

served as  Chairman of  the
Board.  In  1984 ,  she was

appointed by then-
pres ident  Bi l l  C l inton to  the

United States  Holocaust
Memorial  Counci l ’ s

Committee on Conscience ,
and she was the f i rst

Afr ican American member .
McCabe is  current ly

pres ident  of  Jewel l  Jackson
McCabe Associates .



J u l i a n n e  M a l v e a u x  i s  an
economist ,  author ,  socia l  and
pol i t ical  commentator ,  and
businesswoman.  Malveaux ’s
writ ing has  regular ly  appeared
in USA Today ,  Black Issues  in
Higher  Educat ion,  Ms .
magazine ,  Essence magazine ,
and the San Francisco Sun
Reporter .  I  Malveaux is
current ly  on the boards  of  the
Economic Pol icy  Inst i tute ,  The
Recreat ion Wish L ist  Committee
of  Washington,  DC,  and the
Liber ian Educat ion Trust .  She is
a lso  Pres ident  of  PUSH Excel .

E l e a n o r  H o l m e s  N o r t o n  i s  a
lawyer  and pol i t ic ian .  Norton
began much of  her  act iv ism
during her  t ime in  law school
as  an organizer  for  the Student
Nonviolent  Coordinat ing
Committee .  Norton was on the
founding advisory  board of  the
Women's  Rights  Law Reporter ,
the f i rst  legal  per iodical  in  the
United States  to  focus
exclus ively  on the f ie ld  of
women's  r ights  law.  She was
also  a  s igner  of  the Black
Woman’s  Manifesto ,  a  c lass ic
document of  the Black feminist
movement .  That  same year ,
Norton represented 60 female
employees  of  Newsweek who
had f i led a  c la im that
Newsweek had a  pol icy  of
al lowing only  men to  be
reporters—the women won.  In
1977 ,  she was appointed as  the
chair  of  the EEOC and
introduced i ts  f i rst  regulat ion
on sexual  harassment .  In  1990,
she was e lected as  a
Democrat ic  delegate to  the
House of  Representat ives .  She
st i l l  holds  of f ice  as  and
continues  to  advocate for  socia l
just ice  issues .



C .  D e l o r e s  T u c k e r  was  a
pol i t ic ian and c iv i l  r ights

act iv ist .  Tucker  had
extensive  involvement in

the Civ i l  R ights  Movement .
She part ic ipated in  the

1065 Selma to  Montgomery
marches  and ra ised funds

for  the NAACP.  Tucker  a lso
succeeded Shir ley  Chisholm

and was the convening
founder  and nat ional  chair

of  the Nat ional  Congress  of
Black Women.  In  1971 ,  she

became the f i rst  Black
female  Secretary  of  State  as

the Secretary  of  the
Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania .  In  1991 ,  she
establ ished and was

pres ident  of  the Bethune-
DuBois  Inst i tute ,  Inc . ,

which promoted the
development of  young

Afr ican Americans  through
scholarships  and

educat ional  programs.  
 

P a t r i c i a  T y s o n  was  the
director  of  the Rel ig ious

Coal i t ion for  Abort ion
Rights  (now known as  the

Rel ig ious  Coal i t ion for
Reproduct ive  Choice) ,

which current ly  works  to
expand inclus ive

reproduct ive  healthcare
and f ight  for  reproduct ive

r ights  in  a  lens  that
recognizes  intersect ional i ty

f ramework .  



M a x i n e  W a t e r s  i s  a  pol i t ic ian .
Before  her  e lect ion to  Congress ,
Waters  was  a  leader  in  the ant i -
apartheid movement .  In  1990,
Waters  was  e lected to  the
United States  House of
Representat ives  for  Cal i fornia ’s
29th congress ional  distr ict .  The
distr ict  was  renumbered
mult iple  t imes ,  but  Waters
cont inued to  get  reelected.
From 1997 to  1998,  she was chair
of  the Congress ional  Black
Caucus .  Waters  was  a lso  a
superdelegate  to  the 2008
Democrat ic  Nat ional
Convent ion.  Throughout  her
pol i t ical  career ,  she has
remained a  fear less  and
outspoken advocate  for  women,
chi ldren,  and minor i t ies .  She is
current ly  one of  the most  senior
Black women in  Congress .  

F a y e  W a t t l e t o n  i s  a
reproduct ive  r ights  act iv ist .
Watt leton took on leadership on
maternal  and chi ld  health
programs in  the faci l i t ies  of  the
Dayton Ohio Health
Department .  Paired with her
role  as  a  midwife ,  Watt leton’s
exper iences  in  healthcare  led to
her  work on reproduct ive  r ights .
In  1978 ,  Watt leton was
appointed as  the of  the Planned
Parenthood Federat ion of
America ,  becoming the f i rst
Afr ican American woman,  the
f i rst  woman s ince founder
Margaret  Sanger ,  and the
youngest  to  hold that  posit ion .
Watt leton ult imately  helped
place Planned Parenthood at
the forefront  of  reproduct ive
choice .  After  her  t ime at
Planned Parenthood,  Watt leton
created the Center  for  Gender
Equal i ty  ( renamed the Center
for  the Advancement of
Women) ,  and co-founded EeroQ
Quantum Hardware in  2017 .



The “ W e  R e m e m b e r ”  brochure
served as  a  stepping stone for
several  non-prof i t
organizat ions  to  cont inue and
strengthen their  involvement
in  the reproduct ive  just ice
movement .  

One of  the most  notable  is  the
N a t i o n a l  B l a c k  W o m e n ’ s  H e l p
P r o j e c t ,  now known as  the
B l a c k  W o m e n ’ s  H e a l t h
I m p e r a t i v e .  Founded by
Byl lye  Avery ,  The Black
Women’s  Health Imperat ive
was the f i rst  non-prof i t
organizat ion created by Black
women to  p r o t e c t  a n d
a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d
w e l l n e s s  o f  B l a c k  w o m e n  a n d
g i r l s .  The organizat ion
possesses  several  in i t iat ives
promoting mental  health ,
reproduct ive  just ice ,
healthcare ,  educat ion ,
research,  pol icy ,  and
leadership .  



Reproductive
Justice as a

Human Right
In  the or ig inal

document ,  the 16  Black
women presented the

concept  of  reproduct ive
freedom in  a  way that

begged readers  to
acknowledge

r e p r o d u c t i v e  j u s t i c e  a s
a  h u m a n  r i g h t .

Reproduct ive  r ights  are
grounded in  humanity—

the r ights  of  l i fe ,
pr ivacy ,  bodi ly

autonomy,  and most
important ly ,  f r e e d o m .

This  includes  the
freedom for  a  woman to

choose whether  or  not
to  seek an abort ion ,  but

r e p r o d u c t i v e  j u s t i c e  i s
a l s o  c o n n e c t e d  t o  o t h e r

s t a n d a r d s  o f  l i v i n g .  



Aspects  of  family
planning,  access  to
health insurance ,  or  even
environmental  just ice  are
al l  re lated to  how a
woman is  able ,  or  unable ,
to  adequately  take care
of  her  reproduct ive
system or  any chi ldren
she may al ready have .
T h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n
w h i c h  p e o p l e  g i v e  b i r t h
p o i n t  t o  a  l a r g e r  i s s u e  i n
h u m a n  r i g h t s .  People
everywhere lack stable
h o u s i n g ,  f o o d ,  o r  w e a l t h—
these factors  contr ibute
to how they can e x e r c i s e
c h o i c e  in  every  part  of
their  l ives .  A b o r t i o n  i s
i m p o r t a n t ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t
t h e  o n l y  f o c u s .  Recent
bans on abort ion are
connected to  a l l  of  these
other  aspects  of
reproduct ive  f reedom
that  are  re lated to  human
rights  and socia l  just ice
as  a  whole .
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